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Authority control -- Wikipedia

In library science, authority control is a process that 

organizes library catalog and bibliographic information by 

using a single, distinct name for each topic é the names of 

people, places, things, and concepts are authorized, i.e., they 

are established in one particular form. 

Cataloguers assign each subjectðsuch as an author, book, 

series or corporationða particular unique heading term 

which is then used consistently, uniquely, and unambiguously

to describe all references to that same subject, even if there 

are variations such as different spellings, pen names, or 

aliases.



Benefits of authority control -- Wikipedia

ÅBetter researching. 

ÅMakes searching more predictable.

ÅConsistency of records.

ÅOrganization and structure of information.

ÅEfficiency for cataloguers. 

ÅMaximises library resources.

ÅEasier to maintain the catalog. 

ÅFewer errors. 





Example authority records




